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RELEASE DATE: Fall, 2008.

BLEND & GRAPE SOURCES: 92% Cabernet
Sauvignon, 7% Petit Verdot, and 1% Merlot from
estate-owned vineyards in Rutherford (30%),
South Napa (22%), the St. Helena home ranch
(17%), and Stag’s Leap District (Barboza Vineyard,
17% and Las Rocas Vineyard, 14%).)
WINEMAKER’S NOTES: Grapes were harvest-
ed Sept. 29 — Nov. 1 at an average 25.0° Brix, fer-
mented in stainless steel tanks for 14- 21 days (with
additional vatting time of 1 to 2 weeks) and aged
24 months in 100% new 60-gallon French oak bar-
rels from coopers Taransaud, Dargaud, Jaegle,
Nadalie, Demptos and Vicard. The wine was bot-
tled in February 2008.

The initial blend assembled in April of 06 was
quite reticent. Not untl early ‘07 did the wine
“blossom” in barrel showing amazing depth, texture
and vibrant fruit qualities. Deeply colored, concen-
trated and layered, with floral, anise, black cherry
and graphite aromas, this wine is classically struc-
tured with excellent acidity, well-balanced tannins

and a mouth-staining, persistent finish.

2005 VINTAGE NOTES: The beginning of 2005
was wet; between January and the end of June there
was an accumulation of approximately 25 inches of
rain, which helped sustain the larger than normal
crop load. It is interesting to note that the signifi-
cant bud fruitfulness and larger than normal cluster
size in 2005 was due to perfect weather conditions
in June/July of 2004 when the buds were forming.
In 2005, what turned into optimum weather con-
ditions during bud break, bloom and set just solid-
ified the crop size. Shoots had three clusters instead
of the normal two, and thinning passes were con-
ducted during the unusually temperate summer to
balance the vine, improve air and light distribution
within the vine canopy and ensure optimal quality.
The extended hang time in 2005 also allowed for
the development of balanced sugar and acidity in

the cluster.
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Wine
2005 INSIGNIA (93-96)
Elegant and restrained (which is very much in
keeping with the style of this vintage), the wine
is also rich, dense, pure, with chocolately cassis
notes intermixed with hints of subtle wood,
roasted herbs and spice. It is ripe, rich, full-bod-
ied, but in need of 4-5 more years of bottle age.
It should last for 25-30 years.
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2005 INSIGNIA
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